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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
NEPA Compliance Officer
North Dakota Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926

Re: Consultation Under Section 7 Endangered Species Act for the “North Dakota
CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra” in Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Sir or Ma’am:

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for DOE’s
proposed action of providing cost-sharing financial assistance to Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
(Minnkota) for the proposed North Dakota CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra. The EA is being prepared
to fulfill DOE’s obligation under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended, the
Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations, and DOE’s NEPA implementing
procedures. The EA will evaluate the potential effects of construction and subsequent operation of
the project. The purpose of this letter is to initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) North Dakota Field Office and to request information on any federally listed
threatened, endangered, or candidate species, or critical habitat within the vicinity of the Project.
The DOE’s Proposed Action is to provide cost-shared financial assistance to Minnkota. DOE
proposes to provide approximately $38.5 million of the Project’s $77 million estimated total cost.
Minnkota’s proposed project would include the design, construction, and operation of a carbon
capture system at an existing lignite-fired coal power plant, the Milton R. Young (MRY) facility,
in Oliver County, North Dakota. If built, Project Tundra would be the world’s largest post-
combustion carbon dioxide (CO:) capture and geologic storage project, and would capture and
permanently store CO, emissions from the existing MRY facility. The Project would be sized for
capture and saline formation geologic storage of an average of 4.0 million metric tons per year
(MMT/yr) of CO.. The CO, would be compressed, piped via a new approximately 0.5-mile-long
CO, pipeline to the storage complex, and injected into deep geologic reservoirs. Construction
would begin in 2024 and would be complete by 2028.

The Project would be constructed as a stand-alone facility with a footprint that falls within an area
of 25.8 acres, west and south of the MRY (see Figure 1). Currently the area comprises equipment
and materials storage, access roadways, and barren lands. The proposed Project would be located
within the larger MRY associated industrial area that is bound by Nelson Lake to the north and
east, coal production and plant waste disposal areas to the south, and agricultural and natural
areas to the west.

The proposed Project site would be located in an area historically used for coal pile storage that has
since been reclaimed. The area is undeveloped and provides minimal, low-quality wildlife habitat
due to the disturbed and industrial nature of the area. The areas surrounding the Project site are
generally low-quality wildlife habitat, including the adjacent landfill, coal mines, and industrial
facilities. Nelson Lake abuts the existing MRY facility, but not the proposed Project area.

Facility construction would include preparation of laydown and fabrication areas to be used for
parking, construction trailers, material storage and fabrication, and other activities to support the
influx of workers and project construction activities. Figure 2 depicts 10 locations on Minnkota-

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov Phone (412) 386-5428 www.netl.doe.gov




owned property being considered for use as temporary construction and laydown areas.
Approximately 97.0 acres of land within these designated areas would be required during
construction. Following construction, these areas would be restored to their original conditions,
with the exception of an approximately 7.0-acre area previously used for plant operations that
would be retained for overflow parking for MRY and project operations.

DOE reviewed the USFWS Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system for the
proposed Project area in Oliver County, which indicated five federally threatened or endangered
species and one candidate species with the potential occur within the Project area based on known
range and distribution. Table 1 summarizes these species, their habitat requirements, and their
potential to occur in the Project area.

Table 1: Federally Listed Species Potentially Occurring within the Project Area in Oliver
County, North Dakota

Common

Scientific

Potential for

Status Habitat
Name Name Occurrence
\Birds
Piping plover [Charadrius Threatened |Preferred habitat includes Alkali Lakes and  [None - The Project
melocus Missouri River sandbars. SIkS 15 an, exipting
industrial site and
does not provide
suitable habitat.
Red knot Calidris cantus Threatened |SPecies may migrate through North Dakota in [None - The Project
mid-May and mid-September to October. site is an existing
Breeding and nesting habitat is marine; industrial site and
migratory habitat in North Dakota may include|does not provide
the Missouri River system, sewage lagoons,  |suitable habitat.
and large permanent freshwater wetlands.
Whooping  |Gus americana Endangered |[May occur; migrates through North Dakota in [Low — the Project site
crane April to mid-May and September to early is an existing
November, found along wetlands and ponds. lndl.lST.I‘lal site aqd I8
unlikely to provide
stopover habitat for
migrating cranes.
Mammals
INorthern Myotis Endangered Unlikely to occur; hibernates in caves and INone — there are no
Long-eared lseptentrionalis mine shafts during the wint'er months, and roost trees ava_i]ab]e
bat (NLEB) roosts in wooded areas during the summer within the Project site,
months. and no known
hibernaculum in
proximity to the site.
\Insects
Dakota \Hesperia Threatened [May occur; preferred habitat of mixed-grass  [None - The Project
skipper dacotae prairies dominated by bluestem, purple site is an existing
concflower, and needlegrasses may exist industrial site and
within Project area, and species has been does not provide
documented in Oliver County. suitable habitat.
Monarch Danaus Candidate [May occur; preferred habitat of prairies, The Project site is an
butterfly iplexippus species meadows, grasslands, and right-of-way ditches|existing industrial site
along roadsides. Eggs laid on milkweed host jand does not provide
plant (primarily Asclepias spp.). suitable habitat.
Source: USFWS IPaC 2023; North Dakota Game and Fish Department (https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/endangered)




The DOE has determined that the proposed Project would have no effect on the piping plover, red
knot, NLEB, or Dakota skipper. The Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the
whooping crane. The Project will not jeopardize the continued existence of the monarch butterfly.
The DOE understands that North Dakota does not have a state endangered or threatened species
list; only those species listed under the ESA are considered threatened or endangered in North
Dakota. Subsequently, no additional listed species were considered in this review, and coordination
with the North Dakota Game and Fish Department for listed species did not occur.

DOE does not anticipate any adverse effects on federally listed threatened or endangered species
based on the proposed construction and operation of the proposed Project Tundra. As part of the
NEPA process, we are seeking your input on any environmental issues or concerns your agency
may have on the Proposed Action and the potentially affected areas as described above. We
respectfully ask that you provide any information or comments within 30 days to enable us to
complete this phase of the Project within the scheduled timeframe.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pierina Fayish at:
National Energy Technology Laboratory M/S:922-W13
P.O. Box 10940
Pittsburgh, PA 15236-0940
Attention: Pierina Fayish
Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov
(412) 386-5428

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Pierina N. Fayis
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Figure 1 — Proposed Project Location — MRY Vicinity Map
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Archaeology and Historic Preservation Division
State Historical Society of North Dakota

612 East Boulevard Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58505-0830

Re:  Consultation Under NHPA Section 106 for a Project in Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Sir or Madam:

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for DOE’s
proposed action of providing cost-sharing financial assistance to Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
(Minnkota) for the proposed North Dakota CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra. The EA is being prepared to
fulfill DOE’s obligation under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended, the
Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations, and DOE’s NEPA implementing procedures.
The EA will evaluate the potential effects of construction and subsequent operation of the project.

This undertaking and its effects are also being considered under Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, and implementing regulations at Title 36 of the Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800. As part of compliance with Section 106, DOE is writing to
seek your comments on any issues or concerns for traditional cultural properties, sacred sites, or sites
of traditional religious or cultural importance in the area that might be affected by the proposed Project.
We would also like to know if you wish to receive a copy of the Draft EA. We respectfully ask that
you provide any information or comments within 30 days to enable us to complete this phase of the
Project within the scheduled timeframe.

The DOE’s proposed action is to provide cost-shared financial assistance to Minnkota. DOE proposes
to provide approximately $38.5 million of the Project’s estimated $77 million total cost.

Minnkota’s proposed project would include the design, construction, and operation of a carbon capture
system at an existing lignite-fired coal power plant, the Milton R. Young (MRY) facility, in Oliver
County, North Dakota. If built, Project Tundra would be the world’s largest post-combustion carbon
dioxide (CO2) capture and geologic storage project, and would capture and permanently store CO:
emissions from the existing MRY facility. The Project would be sized for capture and saline formation
geologic storage of an average of 4.0 million metric tons per year (MMT/yr) of CO2. The CO2 would
be compressed, piped via a new approximately 0.5-mile CO, pipeline to the storage complex, and
injected into deep geologic reservoirs. Construction would begin in 2024 and would be complete by
2028.

The Project would be constructed as a stand-alone facility with a footprint that falls within an area of
25.8 acres, west and south of the MRY (see Figure 1). Currently the area comprises equipment and
materials storage, access roadways, and barren lands. The proposed Project would be located within
the larger MRY associated industrial area that is bound by Nelson Lake to the north and east, coal
production and plant waste disposal areas to the south, and agricultural and natural areas to the west.

626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
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Figure 1 — Proposed Project Location — MRY Vicinity Map

The proposed Project site would be located in an area historically used for coal pile storage that has
since been reclaimed. The area is undeveloped and provides minimal, low-quality wildlife habitat due
to the disturbed and industrial nature of the area. The areas surrounding the Project site are generally
low-quality wildlife habitat, including the adjacent landfill, coal mines, and industrial facilities. Nelson
Lake abuts the existing MRY facility, but not the proposed Project area (see Figures 2 and 3).



Figure 2 — Proposed Project Site — Ground-level View of Carbon Capture Facility Location

The CO; flowline will transport the CO; from the facility to the injection site. The injection site includes
up to three Class VI injection wells referred to as McCall 1, Liberty 1, and Unity 1. The injection site also
includes a proposed Class I underground injection well (UIC) and an underground source of drinking water
(USDW) monitoring well (see Figure 3).

Figure 3 — Proposed Project Site — Ground-level View of Proposed Injection Well Location




The Project would extract steam from the Unit | and Unit 2 steam turbines, a necessary component for
use in the absorption process. The project would be designed to capture up to 13,000 short tons per day
of CO,. During operations, flue gas required to achieve this COz capture rate would require all the flue
gas from one unit and a portion of flue gas from the other unit for maximum operation. Various
operating scenarios are available and planned to utilize various combinations of flue gas from both
units (see Figure 4).
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Figui‘e 4 — Proposed Projec.t Plan — Facility Adjacent to MRY Unit No. 1 & Unit No. 2

The Project would use Mitsubishi Heavy Industries’ (MHI) Kansas Mitsubishi Carbon Dioxide
Recovery (KM CDR) amine-based post-combustion carbon capture technology, which uses an amine-
based solvent to capture CO;. The steam produced from MRY"s coal-fired boilers (Unit | and Unit 2)
would be used to regenerate the amine. The flue gas would be processed by and vented through the
facility. The stripped CO3 vapor would then be compressed, purified (dried), and transported by the
COs flowline to the injection site for permanent geologic storage. Figure 5 diagrams the carbon capture
plant process.
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A small number of sites, primarily lithic scatters, have been recorded within the footprint of the MRY
at Nelson Lake. No significant known cultural resources sites are present on the MRY in the area for
the proposed project facilities. No National Register of Historic Places-listed historic resources are
located in the proposed project site or surrounding region. Even if previously present, the development
of this area over the years has likely compromised the integrity of any cultural and/or paleontological
sites and they are probably no longer viable for information.

A Phase | survey was conducted in April 2022, which included the proposed Project location. This
report was provided to the North Dakota State Historical Society, State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) (SHPO Ref. 21-0571) and, on June 27, 2021, Minnkota received a letter of from SHPO
providing concurrence with a determination of ‘No Historical Properties Affected”.

Facility construction would include preparation of laydown and fabrication areas. Figure 6 depicts
10 locations on Minnkota-owned property being considered for use as temporary construction and
laydown areas. These areas would serve various construction needs including parking, construction
trailers, material storage and fabrication, and other activities to support the influx of workers and
project construction activities.
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Figure 6 — Potential Construction and Laydown Areas

The temporary construction and laydown areas will be evaluated for architectural and cultural
significance pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. Class I cultural resource
surveys will be completed, and the cultural reports provided to SHPO for review and concurrence.
Additional field surveys may also be required as a result of the Class I survey. All surveys will be
completed in accordance with the North Dakota SHPO Guidelines Manual for Cultural Resource
Inventory Projects. If cultural resources are identified in any of the proposed temporary construction
and laydown areas, the sites will be avoided or mitigated in consultation with SHPO.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pierina Fayish at:

National Energy Technology Laboratory M/S:922-W13
P.O. Box 10940

Pittsburgh, PA 15236-0940

Attention: Pierina Fayish

Pierina.Fayish(@netl.doe.gov

(412) 386-5428

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

PNTL L

Pierina N. Fayls
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March 26, 2024

Margaret Patton

North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office
State Historical Society of North Dakota

612 East Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Project Name: North Dakota Carbon SAFE: Project Tundra - Milton Young Transmission
Line Reroute

Subject: Completion of Section 106 Cultural Resource Survey Report; Request for
Concurrence (NDSHPO Ref. No.: 23-0244)

Dear Ms. Patton,

In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, the U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE), as the lead federal agency for the proposed North Dakota Carbon SAFE: Project
Tundra (Project), is following up initial consultation for the Project. After original Project Class
I1I inventories were completed, it was determined that sections of the Milton Young Transmission
Line would require reroute to remove existing portions of the line from the Project footprint. These
areas, considered the proposed Area of Potential Effects (APE), total approximately 3.2 miles of
rerouted line.

In accordance with Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 800.4, a qualified cultural resources
contractor, Juniper, LLLC. (Juniper), completed a Class I: Literature Review and a Class III:
Intensive Cultural Resource Inventory to identify historic properties within the proposed APE and
documented the results of these efforts in a cultural resources survey report. The survey was
completed between August 23, 2023, and August 24, 2023.

The literature review revealed 75 previously recorded cultural resources and 16 previous cultural
inventories within a one-mile Study Area of the proposed APE. None of these previous resources
were located within the potential APE. During the Class III: Intensive Cultural Resource Inventory,
Juniper identified one new cultural resource (320LX505). This isolated find is detailed in the
attached Milton Young Transmission Line Reroute: A Class III Cultural Resource Inventory in
Oliver County, North Dakota report. Juniper is recommending the new isolated find, 320L.X505,
as not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Therefore, based on Juniper’s assessment, DOE has determined that the Project will result in No
Historic Properties Affected. We respectfully request that you provide concurrence or comments
within 30 days.

If you have questions, please contact me at (412) 386-5428 or Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov.

Sincerely,

P
Pierina Fayish

626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov N Voice (412) 386-5428 . Fax (412) 386-4775 . www.netl.doe.gov
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March 26, 2024

Margaret Patton

North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office
State Historical Society of North Dakota

612 East Boulevard Ave.

Bismarck, North Dakota 58505

Project Name: North Dakota Carbon SAFE: Projeet Tundra - Extra Workspaces

Subject: Completion of Section 106 Cultural Resource Survey Report; Request for
Concurrence (NDSHPO Ref. No.: 23-0244)

Dear Ms. Patton,

The U.8. Department of Energy (DOE), as the lead federal agency for the proposed North Dakota
Carbon SAFE: Project Tundra (Project), is following up on our July 21, 2023, letter for Section
106 consultation. After initial Project Class Il inventories were completed, it was determined that
further laydown areas, fabrication areas, and an access route would be required to support Project
construction. A total of 11 locations and one access route on Minnkota-owned property were
considered for use as temporary construction and laydown areas. These areas, considered the
potential Area of Potential Effects (APE), are labeled as “Block 1-11” and “Road” within the
attached Class III resource report. They will serve various construction needs for the Project
including parking, housing construction trailers, material storage and fabrication activities, as well
as other activities to support the influx of workers and project construction activities.

In accordance with Title 36 Code of Federal Regulations Part 800.4, a qualified cultural resources
contractor, Juniper, LLC. (Juniper), completed a Class I: Literature Review and a Class IIL:
Intensive Cultural Resource Inventory to identify historic properties within these potential APE
and documented the results of these efforts in a cultural resources survey report. The survey was
completed between August 21, 2023, and August 28, 2023.

The literature review revealed 126 previously recorded cultural resources and 33 previous cultural
inventories within a one-mile Study Area of the potential APE. Four of these resources lie directly
within the potential APE (3201LX441, 320LX442, 320L X505, and 320L127). Isolated finds
320LX441 and 3201LX442 were not relocated during pedesirian survey of the potential APE,
while 320L.X5035, also an isolated find, was recently documented during a previous survey for the
Project and did not require re-documentation. Site 320L127 was noted as destroyed in 1968 by
mining operations.

All the previously documented resources within the potential APE have formerly been
recommended not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Due to an
abundance of caution, despite these previous recommendations, and owing to the location of
isolates 320L.X441 and 3201.X442 less than 60 meters and on the same landform as two previous
stone effigy sites (3201960 and 320L961), Block 11 has been dropped from the potential APE.

626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
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During the Class III: Intensive Cultural Resource Inventory, Juniper identified three new cultural
resources (320L.X503, 320LX504, and 320L1008). These resources are detailed in the aftached
Tundra Project Extra Workspaces: A Class 11l Cultural Resource Inventory in Oliver County, North
Dakota report. Juniper is recommending the isolated finds, 320LX503 and 320LX504, as not
eligible for the NRHP, while site 32011008, a lithic scatter, is recommended unevaluated for the
NRHP, Juniper recommends avoidance of the site with a 50-foot avoidance buffer. Although site
32011008 is located in the potential APE, the Project will implement the recommended avoidance
buffer and the site will not be impacted by the Project.

Based on Juniper’s assessment, DOE has determined that the Project will result in No Historic

Properties Affected. We respectfully request that you provide concurrence or comments within
30 days.

If you have questions, please contact me at (412) 386-5428 or Pierina.Fayish{@netl.doe.gov.

Sincerely,
5w 7{3.4\

Pierina Fayish

626 Cochrans Mill Road, P.O. Box 10940, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov . Voice (412) 386-5428 . Fax (412) 386-4775 . www.netl.doe.gov
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April 22, 2024

Pierina Fayish

National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Corchrans Mill Road, PO. Box 10940
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

ND SHPO Ref: 24-0139 Milton Young Transmission Line Reroute Minnkota Power Cooperative
in portions of [T141N R83W Sections 4, 5, and 8] Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Pierina,

We reviewed the report for the ND SHPO Ref: 24-0139 titled “Milton Young Transmission Line
Reroute: A Class Il Cultural Resource Inventory in Oliver County, North Dakota” from Juniper
Environmental Consulting by Andrea Kulevsky and John Morrison and we require additional
information to complete our review. Please address the following comments and resubmit the
report and we will be happy to review the report again:

1. Please add the date of the file search.
Please correct the site definition on page 9, as 6 or more artifacts are considered a site
(ND SHPO Guidelines page 19).

3. Please justify why no shovel probes were placed at 320LX505 as work at nearby sites
noted similar stratigraphy of a thin soil over subsoil, with cultural materials between 10-
15 cm below surface at the interface between sandy clay and a clay layers.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project and we look forward to receiving an
updated version of the report. If you have any questions, please contact Margie Patton,
Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or mmpatton@nd.gov.

Sincerely,

o= William D. Peterson, PhD
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)

6ET0-1C

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
612 East Boulevard Avenue 701.328.2666 history.nd.gov
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 histsoc@nd.gov statemuseum.nd.gov
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April 22, 2024

Pierina Fayish

National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Corchrans Mill Road, PO. Box 10940
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

ND SHPO Ref: 24-0195 Tundra Additional Workspaces in portions of [T141N R83W Sections 4,
5, 8, 32, 33, and 34] Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Pierina,

We reviewed the report for the ND SHPO Ref: 24-0195 titled “Tundra Project Extra Workspaces:
A Class Ill Cultural Resource Inventory in Oliver County, North Dakota” from Juniper
Environmental Consulting by Andrea Kulevsky and John Morrison and we require additional
information to complete our review. Please address the following comments and resubmit the
report and we will be happy to review the report again:

1. Please update the shapefile to only include areas with Class Ill survey coverage and
remove areas that were not surveyed.

2. Please correct the site definition on page 9, as 6 or more artifacts are considered a site
(ND SHPO Guidelines page 19).

3. Please add the date of the file search.

Please correct the site boundaries (particularly for site 320LX123) on Figures 14-16 and
Figures 21-28, as they do not match the boundaries shown in the file search (Figures 29-
30). Also, there are sites on the maps with duplicate site numbers.

5. For sites 320LX505, 320LX503, and 320LX504, please justify why no shovel probes were
done, especially when sites in the area with similar thin soils over subsoils noted cultural
materials at the interface between the topsoil and subsoil. For 320L1008, please
describe which aspects of integrity the site retains, and the possibility of an association
(or not) between 320L1008 and 320LX504.

S610-1¢

—

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
612 East Boulevard Avenue 701.328.2666 history.nd.gov
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 histsoc@nd.gov statemuseum.nd.gov
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Thank you for the opportunity to review this project and we look forward to receiving an
updated version of the report. If you have any questions, please contact Margie Patton,
Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or mmpatton@nd.gov.

Sincerely,

fo» William D. Peterson, PhD
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)

S610-1¢

—

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
612 East Boulevard Avenue 701.328.2666 history.nd.gov
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 histsoc@nd.gov statemuseum.nd.gov
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May 31, 2024

Pierina Fayish

National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Corchrans Mill Road, PO. Box 10940
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

ND SHPO Ref: 24-0139 Milton Young Transmission Line Reroute Minnkota Power Cooperative
in portions of [T141N R83W Sections 4, 5, and 8] Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Pierina,

We reviewed the report for 24-0139 titled “Milton Young Transmission Line Reroute: A Class IlI
Cultural Resource Inventory in Oliver County, North Dakota” from Juniper Environmental
Consulting by Andrea Kulevsky and John Morrison. We find the report acceptable and will add it
to our manuscript collection.

We concur with a determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” for the project provided
the project takes place as described in the documentation and all borrow comes from an
approved source.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. For future correspondence regarding this
project, please include the ND SHPO Reference number indicated in this letter. If you have any
guestions, please contact Margie Patton, Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or
mmpatton@nd.gov.

Sincerely,

o= William D. Peterson, PhD
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)

6ET0-1C

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
612 East Boulevard Avenue 701.328.2666 history.nd.gov
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 histsoc@nd.gov statemuseum.nd.gov
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June 28, 2024

Pierina Fayish

National Energy Technology Laboratory
626 Corchrans Mill Road, PO. Box 10940
Pittsburgh, PA 15236

ND SHPO Ref: 23-0255 [Formerly 24-0195] Tundra Project Extra Workspaces as part of
(Tundra) ND CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra in portions of [T141N R83W Sections 4, 5, and 8 and
T142N R83W Sections 32, 33, and 34] Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Pierina,

We reviewed the report for 23-0255 [Formerly 24-0195] titled “Tundra Project Extra
Workspaces: A Class Il Cultural Resource Inventory in Oliver County, North Dakota” from
Juniper Environmental Consulting by Andrea Kulevsky and John Morrison. We find the report
acceptable and will add it to our manuscript collection.

We concur with a determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” for the project provided
3201960, 3201961, 320LX441, 320LX442, and 320L1008 are avoided as described in the
consultation letter dated March 26, 2024 and provided the project takes place as described in
the documentation.

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. For future correspondence regarding this
project, please include the ND SHPO Reference number indicated in this letter. If you have any
guestions, please contact Margie Patton, Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or
mmpatton@nd.gov.

Sincerely,

o= William D. Peterson, PhD
State Historic Preservation Officer
(North Dakota)

§520-€¢

North Dakota Heritage Center & State Museum
612 East Boulevard Avenue 701.328.2666 history.nd.gov
Bismarck, ND 58505-0830 histsoc@nd.gov statemuseum.nd.gov
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July 21, 2023

Apache Tribe of Oklahoma
Durell Cooper, Chairman
P.O. Box 1330

Anadarko, OK 73005

Re:  Consultation Under National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 for the
North Dakota CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra in Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Chairman Cooper:

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA)
for DOE’s proposed action of providing cost-sharing financial assistance to Minnkota
Power Cooperative, Inc. (Minnkota) for the proposed North Dakota CarbonSAFE:
Project Tundra. The EA is being prepared to fulfill DOE’s obligation under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as amended, the Council on Environmental Quality’s
NEPA regulations, and DOE’s NEPA implementing procedures. The EA will evaluate
the potential effects of construction and subsequent operation of the facility.

This undertaking and its effects are also being considered under Section 106 of the
/National Historic Preservation Act NHPA) of 1966, as amended, and the implementing
regulations at Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800. As part of
compliance with Section 106, DOE is writing to seek your comments on any issues or
concerns for traditional cultural properties, sacred sites, or sites of traditional religious or
cultural importance in the area that might be affected by the proposed Project. We would
also like to know if you wish to receive a copy of the Draft EA. We respectfully ask that
you provide any information or comments within 30 days to enable us to complete this
phase of the project within the scheduled timeframe.

The DOE’s proposed action is to provide cost-shared financial assistance to Minnkota.
DOE proposes to provide approximately $38.5 million of the Project’s $77 million
estimated total cost.

The Project would be constructed as a stand-alone facility with a footprint that falls
within an area of 25.8 acres, west and south of the MRY (see Figure 1). Currently the
area comprises equipment and materials storage, access roadways, and barren lands. The
proposed Project would be located within the larger MRY associated industrial area that
is bound by Nelson Lake to the north and east, coal production and plant waste disposal
areas to the south, and agricultural and natural areas to the west.

The proposed Project site would be located in an area historically used for coal pile storage
that has since been reclaimed. The area is undeveloped and provides minimal, low-quality
wildlife habitat due to the disturbed and industrial nature of the area. The areas surrounding
the Project site are generally low-quality wildlife habitat, including the adjacent landfill,

626 Cochran Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236
pierina.fayish@netl.doe.gov Phone (412) 386-5428 www.netl.doe.gov




coal mines, and industrial facilities. Nelson Lake abuts the existing MRY facility, but not
the proposed Project area.

Facility construction would include preparation of laydown and fabrication areas to be
used for parking, construction trailers, material storage and fabrication, and other
activities to support the influx of workers and project construction activities. Figure 2
depicts 10 locations on Minnkota-owned property being considered for use as temporary
construction and laydown areas. Approximately 97.0 acres of land within these
designated areas would be required during construction. Following construction, these
areas would be restored to their original conditions, with the exception of an
approximately 7.0-acre area previously used for plant operations that would be retained
for overflow parking for MRY and project operations.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pierina Fayish at:

National Energy Technology Laboratory M/S:922-W13
P.O. Box 10940

Pittsburgh, PA 15236-0940

Attention: Pierina Fayish

Pierina.Fayish@netl.doe.gov

(412) 386-5428

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

I

Pierina N. Fayish
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Figure 2 — Potential Construction and Laydown Areas
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Jeffery Stiffarm, President Michael Blackwolf, THPO
Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap Fort Belknap Indian Community of the Fort Belknap
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RR 1, Box 66 RR 1, Box 66
Harlem, MT 59526 Harlem, MT 59526
Allan Demaray, Director and THPO Mark Fox, Chairperson
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) A CEFARTMENT OF NATIONAL ENERGY TECHNOLOGY LABORATORY N=|HiTONAL
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April 12,2024

Chairperson Mark Fox

Three Affiliated Tribes of the Fort Berthold Reservation, North Dakota
404 Frontage Road

New Town, ND 58763

Re: Consultation Under National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 for the North
Dakota CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra in Oliver County, North Dakota

Dear Chairperson Fox,

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for
DOE’s proposed action of providing cost-sharing financial assistance to Minnkota Power
Cooperative, Inc. (Minnkota) for the proposed North Dakota CarbonSAFE: Project Tundra. The
EA is being prepared to fulfill DOE’s obligation under the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), as amended, the Council on Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations, and DOE’s
NEPA implementing procedures. The EA will evaluate the potential effects of construction and
subsequent operation of the facility.

This undertaking and its effects are also being considered under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, and the implementing regulations at
Title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 800. As part of compliance with

Section 106, DOE is writing to seek your comments on any issues or concerns for traditional
cultural properties, sacred sites, or sites of traditional religious or cultural importance in the area
that might be affected by the proposed Project. We respectfully ask that you provide any
information or comments within 30 days to enable us to complete this phase of the project within
the scheduled timeframe.

The DOE’s proposed action is to provide cost-shared financial assistance to Minnkota. DOE
proposes to provide approximately $38.5 million of the Project’s $77 million estimated total
cost.

The Project would be constructed as a stand-alone facility with a footprint that falls within an
area of 25.8 acres, west and south of the Milton R. Young Station (MRY) (see Figure 1).
Currently the area comprises equipment and materials storage, access roadways, and barren
lands. The proposed Project would be located within the larger MRY associated industrial area
that is bound by Nelson Lake to the north and east, coal production and plant waste disposal
areas to the south, and agricultural and natural areas to the west.

The proposed Project site would be located in an area historically used for coal pile storage that
has since been reclaimed. The area is undeveloped and provides minimal, low-quality wildlife
habitat due to the disturbed and industrial nature of the area. The areas surrounding the Project site
are generally low-quality wildlife habitat, including the adjacent landfill, coal mines, and industrial
facilities. Nelson Lake abuts the existing MRY facility, but not the proposed Project area.



Facility construction would include preparation of laydown and fabrication areas to be used for
parking, construction trailers, material storage and fabrication, and other activities to support the
influx of workers and project construction activities. Figure 2 depicts 10 locations on Minnkota-
owned property being considered for use as temporary construction and laydown areas.
Approximately 97.0 acres of land within these designated areas would be required during
construction. Following construction, these areas would be restored to their original conditions,
with the exception of an approximately 7.0-acre area previously used for plant operations that
would be retained for overflow parking for MRY and project operations.

The relocation of the following utilities would be necessary to accommodate the equipment
requirements for construction of the project:

¢ Reroute MRY 230-kilovolt (kV) transmission line around the project;

» Reroute the BNI Coal 69 kV utility service line;

» Reroute and bury a local electric cooperative’s 6.9 kV distribution line; and
» Reroute all scrubber blowdown and pond return pipelines.

Figure 3 depicts the surveyed/previously impacted areas, including areas associated with the
proposed transmission line reroutes.

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Pierina Fayish at:

National Energy Technology Laboratory M/S:921-227
626 Cochran Mill Rd

Pittsburgh, PA 15236

Attention: Pierina Fayish
Pierina.Fayish(@netl.doe.gov

(412) 386-5428

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

%ﬂ%ﬁ

Pierina N. Fayish
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Figure 2 — Potential Construction Laydown Areas
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