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March 7, 2023 

Ms. Maria Robinson, Director 
United States Department of Energy, Grid Deployment Office 
1000 Independence Ave. SW 
Washington DC 20585 
 
Re: Empire-Liberty Utilities Infrastructure Investments 
 
On behalf of the City of Joplin, Missouri, I want to provide our full support in Liberty Utilities’ investment 
efforts and pursuit of 2021 Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act funding support. These types of efforts 
are vital for our community and business growth and continuity. 

Liberty Utilities is a major community and regional partner across many efforts of the City of Joplin, and 
they are a collaborative and vested partner in our planned development. Their continued investments in 
Joplin provide the backbone of our business, residential and industrial growth ensuring consistent and 
reliable coverage.  

Liberty also works through a variety of partner organizations and initiative in Joplin, serving on boards and 
commissions invested in the development of Joplin and our regional community. Their clean energy 
investments in generation, distribution and transmission extend beyond the city’s borders well into these 
regional partners creating synergy and interconnected reliability for our future. Their continued 
investments in our business and industrial parks, as well as related economic development initiatives 
directly contribute to our success and planned growth and development. 

Liberty is an excellent partner and we are hopeful of these funding pursuits for shared success. 

Respectfully, 

 

Tony Robyn 
Assistant City Manager 
 







DR. KATRICIA G. PIERSON 
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3 March 2023 
 
United States Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
 
RE: Distribution Automation Grant for Liberty Utilities 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
Please consider Liberty Utilities for the distribution automation grant.  As I understand it, the 
project would entail the installation of 400 auto reclosers which would automatically restore 
power for a wide variety of outages without the need to deploy a crew. 
 
Crowder College has been a Liberty customer, and before that, an Empire District Electric 
Company customer for as long as the college has been in existence.  We depend on reliable 
energy.  We are a residential college and the majority of the students living on campus are 18 
years old.  When we lose electricity, learning stops.  
 
It is a given that when a classroom is dark and the technology doesn’t work, the instructor can do 
little interactive teaching.  The student cannot participate fully because of the distraction.  
Likewise, feeling safe is one of the greatest conduits to learning.  We all feel vulnerable when we 
do not have reliable electricity.  Many of our students are living away from home for the first 
time and should the electricity be disrupted in the evening or early morning hours, they feel 
particularly vulnerable. 
 
We are hopeful you will consider awarding the distribution automation grant to Liberty Utilities 
so that we have increased reliability and a reduction of outage frequency and duration.  Reduced 
outages would also mean that the costs to deploy crews is reduced thereby keeping the 
customer costs low.  Low energy cost means we can keep the cost of education low. 
 
Your grant helps Liberty Utilities which in turns helps many people in our community. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Katricia G. Pierson, PhD 
President 
 



                                                      

 
Date:  March 5, 2023  
To:   United States Department of Energy, Grid Deployment Office  
From:  John Newby, President & CEO, McDonald County Chamber 
Re:   2023 Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act  

On behalf of The McDonald County Chamber of Commerce and our Board of Directors, please accept 
this letter of support to The Empire District Electric Company – Liberty, in their application for 
2023 Infrastructure Investments and Job Act grant.  

Reliable power has a great impact on the community.  As an area that is experiencing growth and 
will continue to experience this growth, we are excited to hear about the Distribution Automation 
Project that will help address these issues. We understand that our community falls within the 
Department’s List of Vulnerable Communities and will also stand to benefit economically, socially 
and in other ways from this focused, multi-year effort.  We are excited and committed to exploring 
any possible avenue for partnership and support that may be feasible and acceptable under the 
grant rules.  

The McDonald County Chamber Serves all of McDonald County with a current population of 
approximately 24,000.  

We are proud to partner with the efforts of Empire-Liberty which will only help us to continue to 
live out our mission.  

Sincerely, 
 

 
John Newby 
President & CEO 
McDonald County Chamber of Commerce  

 







March 13, 2023

United States Department of Energy,
Grid Deployment Office

RE: Infrastructure Investments and Jobs Act Grant

To Whom it May Concern:

I am writing this letter in full support of Liberty Utilities IIJA grant application for their
Distribution Automation (DA) project and the Most Vulnerable Feeder Reinforcement project.
This grant would help Liberty install equipment that would allow increased economic growth,
improve system reliability and safety concerns within Christian County.

These projects would have a positive impact on economic development and workforce
development within Christian County. There is an opportunity to engage local students with
hands-on learning training and potential employment, as well as improve the reliability in
services to businesses. The outage times would decrease significantly with the installation of
the new equipment. A preliminary study indicates that DA deployment would help reduce
outage frequency and duration by 50%. This project would also decrease call volumes,
dispatching crews, and exposure to their workforce.

This project would also bring approximately 10%-15% additional economic activity into the
area for up to 5 years. According to a study, over a 20-year project timeline, this project
would deliver a total of $520M in economic benefits as well.

Thank you for your time and thoughtful consideration.

Sincerely,

Kristen Haseltine, MBA
President & CEO
Christian County Business Development Corporation
DBA Show Me Christian County




