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John Bel Edwards Thomas F. Harris
     GOVERNOR SECRETARY 
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TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT DIVISION 
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An Equal  Opportun ity  Employer  

Sincerely, 

Edward O'Brien 
Senior Economist - State Energy Office 
Louisiana Department of Natural Resources 
617 North Third Street  
Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9396 



LATOYA CANTRELL, MAYOR 

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS 

May 15, 2023 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
1000 Independence Ave SW 
Washington, D.C. 20585 

RE: LETTER OF COMMITMENT - "HUBS FOR ENERGY RESILIENT 

OPERATIONS" PROJECT 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the City of New Orleans, I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment in 
support of our partnership on the proposed project: "Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations" 
under the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) DE-FOA-0002740. The State of 
Louisiana will launch a strategic energy resilience initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy 
Resilient Operations (HERO) Project, to establish a foundational approach for accelerating 
more abundant, affordable, and reliable clean energy for greater power resilience in the face of 
extreme weather. HERO will advance decarbonization and energy justice goals through 
strategic planned investment in grid-interactive resilience projects in disadvantaged 
communities, and through integrated community energy planning processes in partnership with 
community organizations, research institutions, governmental agencies, and utilities. 

The City of New Orleans is excited to be part of this partnership together with the State of 
Louisiana, the Louisiana Public Service Commission, the Governor's Office of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Preparedness, and other partners. 

The City of New Orleans has ambitious renewable energy goals for both climate resilience and 
sustainability mapped out in our Climate Action Plan, which was adopted in December 2022. 

The HERO project will serve as an important catalyst to making our goals of installing solar 
on city facilities a reality. 

The City of New Orleans is committed to collaborating with the Project Partners in this effort 
and will provide staffing and resources to accomplish the shared program objectives over the 
8-year grant period.
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2721 South Broad Street, New Orleans, LA 70125
contact@togetherla.org

TOGETHERLA.ORG

May 15, 2023

U.S. Department of Energy
Grid Deployment Office
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations
Washington, DC

RE: Letter of Commitment for the “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations”

To Whom It May Concern:

On behalf of Together Louisiana, I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment in support of our
partnership on the proposed project: “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” under the Funding Opportunity
Announcement (FOA) DE-FOA-0002740. The State of Louisiana will launch a strategic energy resilience
initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations (HERO) Project, to accelerate abundant,
affordable, and reliable clean energy for resilience in the face of extreme weather. HERO will advance
decarbonization and energy justice goals through strategic planned investment in resilience projects in
disadvantaged communities, and through integrated community planning processes in partnership with
community organizations, research institutions, governmental agencies, and utilities.

Together Louisiana is excited to be part of this partnership together with the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana
Public Service Commission, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, and
other partners. Together Louisiana is a community-based organization representing more than 150 faith and
civic institutions across our state, representing more than 250,000 Louisianans.

Together Louisiana is committed to collaborate with the Project Partners in this effort and will provide staffing
and resources to accomplish the shared program objectives over the 8-year grant period.

Sincerely,

Broderick Bagert
Together Louisiana
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May 8, 2023 
The Center for Planning Excellence 

757 Main Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
Washington, DC 

RE: Letter of Commitment for the “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of the Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX), I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment 
in support of our partnership on the proposed project: “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” under the 
Funding Opportunity Announcement DE-FOA-0002740. The State of Louisiana will launch a strategic 
energy resilience initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations (HERO) Project, to 
establish a foundational approach for accelerating more abundant, affordable, and reliable clean energy 
for greater power resilience in the face of extreme weather. HERO will advance decarbonization and 
energy justice goals through strategic planned investment in grid-interactive resilience projects in 
disadvantaged communities, and through integrated community energy planning processes in 
partnership with community organizations, research institutions, governmental agencies, and utilities.  
CPEX is a Louisiana-based non-profit dedicated to helping Louisiana communities achieve their full 
potential by developing plans, policies, and best practices that provide pathways to prosperity, climate 
resilience, health, and equity.  

CPEX is committed to collaborate with the Project Partners in this effort and will provide staffing and 
resources to accomplish the shared program objectives over the 8-year grant period

Sincerely, 

Camille Manning-Broome 
President/CEO 
The Center for Planning Excellence 
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May 17, 2023 

Andrew Barbeau 
President, The Accelerate Group 

3120 N. Orchard St. 
Chicago, Illinois 60657 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
Washington, DC 

RE: Letter of Commitment for the “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of The Accelerate Group, I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment in full support of our 
partnership on the proposed project: “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations”, under the Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) DE-FOA-0002740.  

The State of Louisiana will launch a strategic energy resilience initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy 
Resilient Operations (HERO) Project, to establish a foundational approach for accelerating more abundant, 
affordable, and reliable clean energy for greater power resilience in the face of extreme weather.  The 
Accelerate Group is thrilled to be part of this partnership together with the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, and 
other partners with common goals and shared commitments to protect and serve vulnerable populations and 
disadvantaged communities from climate-related threats and energy security risks.    

HERO will advance decarbonization and energy justice goals through strategic planned investment in grid-
interactive resilience projects in disadvantaged communities, and through integrated community energy 
planning processes.  The Accelerate Group is committed to HERO as a transformative initiative to deploy 
community-centric and carbon-free resilient infrastructure projects as climate mitigation and adaptation 
measures as well as deliver sustained value creation for all impacted stakeholders. 

The Accelerate Group is a nation-leading energy innovation firm that provides strategic consulting, project 
leadership, and subject matter expertise for companies, governments, and not-for-profits working to advance 
energy, innovation, good government and economic development projects at a local or global scale.  The firm 
has extensive experience with integrated energy planning and microgrid deployment. 

Sincerely, 

Andrew Barbeau 
President, The Accelerate Group 
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NextGen Energy Partners, L.L.C. 

May 5, 2023 

Kimberly Ann Johnston 
President, NextGen Energy Partners 

1505 Driscoll Street 
Houston, Texas 77019 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
Washington, DC 

RE: Letter of Commitment for the “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of NextGen Energy Partners, I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment in full support of our 
partnership on the proposed project: “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations”, under the Funding Opportunity 
Announcement (FOA) DE-FOA-0002740.  

The State of Louisiana will launch a strategic energy resilience initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy 
Resilient Operations (HERO) Project, to establish a foundational approach for accelerating more abundant, 
affordable, and reliable clean energy for greater power resilience in the face of extreme weather.  NextGen 
Energy Partners is thrilled to be part of this partnership together with the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency Preparedness, and 
other partners with common goals and shared commitments to protect and serve vulnerable populations and 
disadvantaged communities from climate-related threats and energy security risks.    

HERO will advance decarbonization and energy justice goals through strategic planned investment in grid-
interactive resilience projects in disadvantaged communities, and through integrated community energy 
planning processes.  NextGen Energy Partners is committed to HERO as a transformative initiative to deploy 
community-centric and carbon-free resilient infrastructure projects as climate mitigation and adaptation 
measures as well as deliver sustained value creation for all impacted stakeholders. 

NextGen Energy Partners brings relevant expertise on grid innovation, resilient power infrastructure, clean 
energy technologies, and proactively unites public-private-philanthropic sectors on shared climate actions. 

Sincerely, 

Kimberly Ann Johnston 
NextGen Energy Partners, President 
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Southwestern Electric  
Power Company 
P.O. Box 21106 
Shreveport, LA 71156-0001 
AEP.com 

T. Brian Bond
Vice President
External Affairs

May 1, 2023 

U.S. Department of Energy 
Grid Deployment Office 
Office of Clean Energy Demonstrations 
Washington, DC 

RE: Letter of Commitment for the “Hubs for Energy Resilient Operations” 

To Whom It May Concern: 

On behalf of Southwestern Electric Power Company (SWEPCO), I am pleased to offer this Letter of 
Commitment in support of our partnership on the proposed project: “Hubs for Energy Resilient 
Operations” under the Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) DE-FOA-0002740. The State of 
Louisiana will launch a strategic energy resilience initiative, the Louisiana Hubs for Energy Resilient 
Operations (HERO) Project, to establish a foundational approach for accelerating more abundant, 
affordable, and reliable clean energy for greater power resilience in the face of extreme weather. HERO 
will advance decarbonization and energy justice goals through strategic planned investment in grid-
interactive resilience projects in disadvantaged communities, and through integrated community energy 
planning processes in partnership with community organizations, research institutions, governmental 
agencies, and utilities.  

SWEPCO is excited to be part of this partnership together with the State of Louisiana, the Louisiana 
Public Service Commission, the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and Emergency 
Preparedness, and other partners. SWEPCO is an electric utility operating in Northwest Louisiana 
serving 235,000 residential, commercial and industrial customers. 

SWEPCO is committed to collaborate with the Project Partners in this effort on a number of tasks 
identified in the HERO application, as appropriate, and will provide staffing and resources to 
accomplish the shared program objectives over the 8-year grant period.  The amount of funding 
SWEPCO will provide to this initiative will be determined as more details become available and 
appropriate LPSC regulatory approvals are obtained.  

Sincerely, 

T. Brian Bond
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