






 

 

 

To:  U.S. Department of Energy 
  Grant Review Committee 
 
Date:  March 14, 2023 
 
Subject:  BIL GRIP- Smart Grid Project Community Partnership Letter 
 
 
Johnson College is pleased to lend enthusiastic support of PPL Electric Utilities’ Grid of the Future 
Project application for the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnership (GRIP), Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) Number: DE-FOA-0002740. 
 
As a part of PPL Electric Utilities plan, Johnson College will be performing IT upgrades and installing 
new smart devices. This project will improve the reliability of the electric system directly impacting the 
College. The proposed project will allow the campus system to adapt to changes on the grid like new 
solar generation, electric vehicles, and increased storms due to climate change.  
 
Johnson College is a private, accredited technical college in Northeastern Pennsylvania with 
campuses in Scranton and Hazleton, offering 17 associate degree and 4 academic certificates 
focused on providing students with technical skills and general education needed to succeed in a 
demanding, industry-driven world.  We have partnered with PPL on several educational and technical 
programs that support regional workforce needs including STEM pipeline programming for future 
workforce growth. In support of this application, we will explore the opportunity to create career 
pathway programs, especially related to vehicle electrification and maintenance, support mentoring 
programs between PPL and our students, and have project team members present in classes that are 
related to the electric/energy industry.  
 
Thank you for consideration of PPL Electric Utilities’ proposal and the benefits the project will bring to 
our region. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Katie Leonard, Ed.D. 
President & CEO 
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