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Rapid growth in R&D projects
� DOE’s carbon seq. program 

is managed by the Office 
of Fossil Energy, and 
implemented by NETL

� Strong focus on 
public/private partnerships

� industry
� academia
� state & local governments
� international entities

� Other efforts underway
� DOE Office of Science
� other Federal agencies
� international efforts
� private sector efforts

There’s so  
m uch g oing 
on n ow ….

Buf f y h as a  p roblem ….
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Issue: Is information well-shared?

� No single clearinghouse for all 
project information

� Some valuable research not 
well-known
� loss of synergy?
� delays in R&D advances?
� limited outreach among 

stakeholders?
� QUESTION: Can a reasonably 

comprehensive, well-
organized, web-accessible 
database facilitate 
communication among the 
research community and other 
stakeholders?

There m ust  b e
ot hers o ut th ere . ..
But  w here
are t hey??

Buffy  fe lt s o v ery a lone….
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3 primary sources of data to draw from

FRED: DOE/FE’s Fossil 
Research and 
Engineering Database

OSTI: DOE’s Office of 
Scientific and Technical 
Information

RaDiUS: RAND’s
Research and 
Development in the 
United States

plus …. other websites,
news releases, etc.

I di dn’t  ex pect  . .. so  m any!



Page 5

Each database has strengths and 
weaknesses

Data 
Source Breadth Depth Timing 

FRED DOE/FE 
only 

Most 
detailed 

Quarterly 

OSTI DOE-wide Moderately 
detailed 

Annually 
or better 

RaDiUS All Federal 
gov. 

Least 
detailed 

Mostly 
annually 
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But  e ach o f  u s
has so met hing
uni que t o o f f er!
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Finding the “relevant” projects
� “Carbon Sequestration” 

often not clear-cut
� Carbon sequestration vs. 

general climate change
� Relevant research 

sometimes classified 
differently

� Project descriptions 
sometimes inadequate

� Limits to ability of 
automated processes

� For each data source:
� Screen for key words
� Review project descriptions

Buf f y w ish es 
it  w as si m pler

Need … m ore t ime … to  th ink!
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Selecting and organizing projects
� Projects: screened selected

� FRED 250   101
� OSTI 695   130
� RaDiUS 6,039   226
� Misc. Docs. -- 20
� Websites -- 45

� Projects organized for web 
access

� summary tables
� separate project descriptions
� XL data files for downloading

� Dedicated website: 
carbonsequestration.us/

At l ast ! No w 
it  see ms so  
cl ear t o m e!
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Go to the Database “Home Page”
carbonsequestration.us/

Buf f y yea rns f or a  
working B rowser  …

Must …go…now!!



Page 9

Concluding thoughts
ca rbonseq uest rat ion.us –
you’re  m y p erfe ct  m at ch!!!

� Sequestration R&D still in infancy
� # of projects growing rapidly
� Researchers not all well-connected

� R&D “breakthroughs” often result 
from combining old info in new 
ways

� Finding “what’s out there” is often 
difficult

� Better communication leads to more 
rapid advances

� Please browse our database!
carbonsequestration.us/

� Let us know what you think:
� Bob Kane:  robert.kane@hq.doe.gov
� Dan Klein:  dklein@21st-strategies.com
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