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U.S.-Canada Clean Energy Delegation Visits the
Illinois Industrial CCS Project in Decatur
By Sai Gollakota
The United States-Canada Clean Energy 
Dialogue (CED) was established through 
the U.S. Department of Energy and 
Natural Resources Canada. Last year, 
Energy Secretary Dr. Stephen Chu and 
the Canadian Minister of the Environ-
ment Peter Kent released an action plan 
for the second phase of the CED, and car-
bon capture and storage (CCS) is one of 
the focus areas. This action plan states 
that, in terms of large-scale fully inte-
grated CCS demonstration projects, gov-
ernments and industry in both countries 
will periodically exchange technology 
developments. As part of this knowl-
edge-sharing effort, the CED’s CCS work-
ing group met in Champaign, IL, on April 
23, 2013. This meeting was conducted 
under the chairmanship of Jarad Daniels 
(Office of Fossil Energy, DOE) and Claude 
Gauvin (Director of Energy Technology 
Policy, Natural Resources Canada) and 

coordinated by FE’s Robert Wright. The 
purpose of the meeting was to share 
knowledge on CCS post-injection plans 
and related regulatory perspectives.

The meeting venue was selected to 
facilitate the CED delegation’s visit to 
the largest saline storage project under 
construction in the United States: Archer 
Daniels Midland Company’s (ADM) Illi-
nois Industrial Carbon Capture and Stor-
age (Illinois ICCS) project in Decatur, IL. 
This project, managed by NETL, received 
$141 million cost share from the Ameri-
can Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009. DOE’s Regional Carbon Sequestra-
tion Partnerships, including the Midwest 
Geologic Sequestration Consortium’s 
Illinois Basin Decatur Project (IBDP), pre-
sented information on their project’s 
scope, carbon dioxide monitoring, and 
post-injection plans. The Illinois ICCS 

project team presented the following 
topics: United States’ requirements for a 
Class VI well, Illinois ICCS demonstration 
project post‐injection plans, ADM site 
tour details, and an introduction to the 
National Sequestration Education Center 
(NSEC) at Richland Community College, 
Decatur.

On April 24, the CED delegation visited 
the NSEC, the Illinois ICCS project con-
struction site, and the IBDP operations 
in Decatur. For the Illinois ICCS project, 
ADM has already completed mechani-
cal installation of the major compression 
and dehydration equipment, piping, and 
electrical conduits. ADM successfully 
conducted the hydro test for the 5,000-ft 
CO2 transmission line. The installation of 
instrumentation and controls is in prog-
ress. The construction of the 100-MW 

The U.S.-Canada Clean Energy delegation visits the ADM’s compressor facility being constructed under the Illinois ICCS project in Decatur. NETL’s 
Sai Gollakota, who facilitated the site visit, is on the far left next to Claude Gauvin and Jarad Daniels.
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electrical substation is also in progress. 
Baseline data are being collected by the 
Illinois State Geological Survey for moni-
toring the groundwater and soil gas.

ADM and Schlumberger Carbon Services 
have completed drilling two monitor-

ing wells. A 3,555 feet deep geophysical 
well and a 7,240 feet deep monitoring 
well will be used to track the subsur-
face movement of the CO2 plume dur-
ing the operations phase and beyond. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency is reviewing ADM’s application 
for an Underground Injection Control 

Class  VI injection well permit. The injec-
tion operations for the Illinois ICCS proj-
ect are expected to begin next year. For 
more details on this project, which was 
recognized by the Carbon Sequestration 
Leadership Forum, please see the project 
factsheet.

Malgorzata Ziomek-Moroz received her 
award for the impressive breadth of 
her contributions to the field of corro-
sion science, both as an educator and a 
researcher.

For nearly a decade, Dr. Ziomek-Moroz 
was an educator at the Oregon Gradu-
ate Institute of Science and Technology, 
teaching courses on corrosion science 
and engineering, chemical and electro-
chemical processes in microelectronics, 

and materials and corrosion in micro-
electronics. Her mentoring work among 
her students guided several into the 
field of corrosion and corrosion control, 
where their subsequent work earned 
them recognition through NACE stu-
dent awards. Additionally, Dr. Ziomek-
Moroz has been a role model for middle 
and high school students interested in 
math, science, and engineering through 
her participation as a corrosion educa-
tor in DOE’s Science Bowl and DaVinci 
Days.

As a researcher, Dr. Ziomek-Moroz has 
made advancements in a wide variety 
of areas in the field of corrosion sci-
ence. These contributions include the 
development of thermal spray zinc and 
titanium used for the cathodic protec-
tion of bridges, the creation of materials 
for solid oxide fuel cell interconnects, 
and the electrochemical machining of 
alloys.

America’s dedicated federal workforce, 
highlighting those who have made 
significant contributions to the United 
States, annually honoring outstand-
ing federal employees who have made 
an impact in their field of service. The 
awards have come to be known as the 
“Oscars of government service.”

Dr. Jablonski came to NETL in 2002. 
He has authored or coauthored more 

than 65 peer-reviewed publications 
and has received four patents and 
numerous awards, including three R&D 
100  Awards, five Federal Laboratory 
Consortium Awards for Excellence in 
Technology Transfer, and a Secretary of 
Energy Achievement Award. In addition 
to being a highly productive scientist for 
NETL, Dr. Jablonski also is a mentor to 
young people interested in pursuing a 
career in materials science and engineer-
ing and is active in his community. He 

has been a member of the Saint Vincent 
de Paul society since 2003 and currently 
serves as the society’s treasurer. He is 
also an active member of the Knights of 
Columbus, which raises money for sev-
eral local charitable groups. Dr. Jablonski 
and the other Sammie finalists were 
recognized at a breakfast celebration 
during Public Service Recognition Week 
(May 5–11). Medal recipients will be 
announced on October 3 at the Andrew 
Mellon Auditorium in Washington, D.C.
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