
 
NETL Researcher Honored with 2014 FLC Mid-Atlantic Regional STEM Award 

 
 
Morgantown, W.Va. — Dr. Kirk Gerdes of the National Energy Technology Laboratory 
(NETL) has been awarded a 2014 FLC Mid-Atlantic Regional STEM Award for his work 
furthering NETL’s STEM education efforts in West Virginia.   
 
Dr. Gerdes has coordinated West Virginia Regional Science Bowl (WVSB) since 2012, 
participating in the event since 2007 and serving as assistant regional coordinator from 
2008 through 2011. The competition hosts more than 50 schools and more than 300 
students annually to contend in teams to answer engineering, science, and math 
questions.  
 
In 2014, Dr. Gerdes coordinated a partnership with West Virginia University that 
expanded the physical size of the WVSB venue, allowing the competition to increase 
from 18 to 24 high school teams and adding 16 middle school teams.  This partnership, 
along with a college recruiting and information fair and hands-on engineering activities, 
helps ensure the accessibility of the competition to all of West Virginia’s high schools 
and strengthens NETL’s STEM education outreach efforts. 
 
Part of NETL’s mission is to ensure a robust energy future for America by promoting 
education in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. Through the West 
Virginia Regional Science Bowl, NETL is providing STEM-based learning opportunities 
for high school and middle school students throughout West Virginia, putting the pursuit 
of STEM careers within the reach of students.   
 
Dr. Gerdes is a researcher at NETL, studying solid oxide fuel cell systems since 2006 and 
serving as group leader of fuel cells since 2009.  He received a B.S. in chemical 
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engineering from the University of Kansas in 2001 and earned a Ph.D. in chemical 
engineering from the University of Houston in 2006. 
 
The award will be presented to Dr. Gerdes on Wednesday, November 19, 2014 at the 
FLC Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting, which will take place at the Maritime Institute of 
Technology and Graduate Studies in Linthicum Heights, Maryland.  
 
NETL is a U.S. Department of Energy national laboratory that produces technological 
solutions to America’s energy challenges. For more than 100 years, the laboratory has 
focused on developing tools and processes to provide clean, reliable, and affordable 
energy to the American people. Three NETL research sites—Albany, Ore., Morgantown, 
W.Va., and Pittsburgh, Pa.—conduct a broad range of energy and environmental research 
and development activities that support DOE’s mission to advance the national, 
economic, and energy security of the United States. 
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