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Introduction

As the United States grapples with the twin challenges
of reducing dependence on foreign energy sources and
reducing emissions of greenhouse gases, the topic of
carbon dioxide (CO,) enhanced oil recovery (EOR) has
received increased attention. In order to help inform
the discussion, the Department of Energy’s National
Energy Technology Laboratory has published this
“primer” on the topic. Hopefully, this brief introduction
to the physics of CO, EOR, the fundamental engineering
aspects of its application, and the economic basis on
which it is implemented, will help all parties understand
the role it can play in helping us meet both of the
challenges mentioned above.

Disclaimer

Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade

name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply
its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or
any agency thereof. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof,
nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any
legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any

information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would

not infringe privately owned rights.
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