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PROJECT DESCRIPTION: This task involves support to the U.S. Department of
Energy in its research effort to characterize the human health and
environmental risks associated with the discharge of naturally occurring
radioactive material 1in produced waters. BNL recently completed a
screening-level assessment of the health and environmental risks associated
with the discharge of radium in produced waters to coastal Louisiana. This
task will produce more detailed and realistic assessments for coastal and
offshore radionuclide discharges 1in produced water. The assessments will
incorporate realistic estimates of fish and shellfish ingestion by platform
workers and recreational fishermens, and will use water and food concentrations
reported in recent field studies.

PR%SEHT STATUS: Draft report dated March 1992 received and submitted to U.S.
EPA.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

1. The interm report submitted to U.S. EPA concluded that the risk to
recreational fisherman would be small and supported EPA's decision not to
regulate NORM in offshore discharges.

2. Data needs for a more comprehensive assessment were identified and have been
used to direct a field study to begin in FY 1993.

BACKGROUND: Produced water can contain significant amounts of NORM. There is
a concern that discharges of these contaminants to coastal and offshore
environments may result in significant risks to human health. A conservative
screening analysis suggests that there might be significant risk to an
individual who ingests large amounts of seafood harvested near a produced water
discharge point over a lifetime.




