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OBJECTIVE: Significantly reduce the compliance cost of environmental regulations through outreach and
technology transfer, by providing guidance manuals to oil and gas operators under the Texas RRC Oil and
Gas regulatory authority.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

Work to be performed: The RRC shall develop, publish, and distribute environmental guidance documents.
This project should complement the RRC's existing and planned regulatory programs for management of oil
and gas wastes. The proposed guidance documents shall address the following issues: (1) Additional
guidance on Rule 8 issues, such as technical criteria for waste management and other 'rules-of-thumb’ the
RRC uses in reviewing permit applications and cleanup proposals; (2} additional guidance on Rule 91
issues, including discussion of various bioremediation techniques and sampling and testing methods and
identification of environmentally sensitive areas; (3) additional guidance on NORM issues, including
disposal options; (4) additional guidance on the E& P exemption from the Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) and on management of hazardous oil and gas waste; and (5) additional guidance on
mechanical integrity testing of Class II UIC wells.
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Background: The Texas Railroad Commission (RRC), a State of Texas agency, has regulatory oversight over
the o0il and gas industry within Texas. The RRC has been involved in regulating the E&P industry,
including preventing pollution of land and water, since 1919. The RRC has jurisdiction of over the
storage, handling, transportation, reclamation, and disposal of waste materials that result from
activities associated with the exploration, development, and production, including transportation, of

oil, gas, or geothermal resources. The RRC regulates injection of nonhazardous oil and gas wastes
through its EPA-approved Class II Underground Injection Control (UIC) program and surface storage and
disposal of oil and gas wastes through its Statewide Rule 8. The RRC has previously developed and

distributed various manuals, such as the RRC's oil and gas Statewide Rules, the UIC Manual, and the Water
Protection Manual. One example is the RRC's success in developing, publishing, and distributing the
manual, Waste Minimization in the 0il Pield, for use in training and for general distribution. In five
months, 1,300 were distributed to the oil and gas industry.

PROJECT STATUS:

Current Work: Finalizing 3 of the documents and continue drafting of remaining 2 documents. The NORM
guidance document must be reviewed by the Texas Radiation Advisor. Two of the five guidance documents
are still being drafted. Additional information was requested for the guidance document on Rule 91 and
the guidance document on Rule 8 issues is on a time line parallel to that of Rule Amendments, and the MIT
guidance document has been placed on hold to determine whether its contents should be incorporated into a
rule.

Scheduled Milestones:

Complete drafts for internal and extermal circulation 04/98
Incorporate comments & put in final form 05/98
.Send final draft to DOE for printing 06/98

Accomplishments: Three of five guidance documents circulated for internal and external comments.
Currently incorporating changes resulting from comments. One of these documents is in final draft form,
has been approved by the commission, and will be forwarded to DOE for prinmting.




